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More than four million 

Americans served in 

the war. Afterward, the 

United States 

demilitarized and 

reaffirmed neutrality 

and isolation.

Source: Imperial War Museum

1918: The Impact of World War I
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1929: Stock Market Crash

The stock market crashed and a 

serious economic depression began 

worldwide. At the height of the Great 

Depression, one quarter of the 

American workforce was unemployed.

Gangster Al Capone opened this soup kitchen for the hungry and homeless in Chicago during the Great 

Depression. November 16, 1930. Source: National Archives and Records Administration
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1933: Franklin D. Roosevelt and Adolf Hitler Came to Power

President Roosevelt delivers his first inaugural 

address in Washington, DC, on March 4, 1933.
Source: Library of Congress

Adolf Hitler greets members of the SA, or Nazi 

Storm Troopers, in Nuremberg, Germany, after 

being appointed as chancellor in January 1933. 
Source: Yad Vashem
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1933: At Least 24 African Americans Were Lynched

At least 24 African Americans were lynched in 

the United States in 1933. Throughout the 

1930s, African Americans were subjected to 

government-sanctioned segregation, social 

ostracism, and racially motivated violence.

This flag hung from the offices of the NAACP in New York City from the early 1900s through 1938 

every time a lynching was reported. Source: Library of Congress
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A new recession, which lasted from 
May 1937 until June 1938, was 
America’s third major economic 
downturn in 20 years. 

Real GDP dropped 10 percent and 
unemployment hit 20 percent.

A migrant family walks down a road, pulling its belongings in carts and wagons, in Pittsburg County, Oklahoma, 

in June 1938. Source: Library of Congress

1937–1938 Recession
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March 11–13, 1938: Anschluss

German troops occupied Austria and 

incorporated it into the German Reich, 

an event known as the Anschluss. 

Nazi sympathizers attacked Jewish 

people and destroyed their property 

throughout the spring, summer, and 

autumn of 1938.

Austrian Nazis and local residents look on as Jews are forced to get on their hands and knees and scrub the pavement. 

March 1938–April 1938. Source: National Archives and Records Administration
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July 6–15, 1938: Evian Conference

Responding to political pressure, 

President Roosevelt called for an 

international conference to facilitate the 

emigration of refugees from the 

German Reich. Delegates from 32 

countries attended. Most countries, 

including the United States, refused to 

admit more refugees.

US delegate Myron Taylor addresses the International Conference on Refugees at Evian-les-Bains, France, on 

July 6, 1938. Source: National Archives and Records Administration
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November 9–10, 1938: Kristallnacht

Nazi Party members and sympathizers 

burned synagogues, looted Jewish homes 

and businesses, killed at least 91 Jews, and 

arrested approximately 30,000 Jewish men, 

imprisoning them in concentration camps. 

Many German and Austrian Jews applied to 

emigrate out of German-occupied territory.

Germans pass by the broken shop window of a Jewish-owned business that was destroyed during 

Kristallnacht. November 10, 1938. Source: National Archives and Records Administration
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November 15, 1938: President Roosevelt Extended Visas for Refugees in the US

In the aftermath of Kristallnacht, President 

Roosevelt extended visas to allow refugees to 

stay in the United States for up to six months.

Source: New York Times, November 19, 1938
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February 9, 1939: Wager-Rogers Bill Introduced
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